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ABSTRACT. Recently we have constructed the conformal gravity with
metric and torsion, finding the gravitational field equations that give
the conservation laws and trace condition; in the present paper we
apply this theory to the case of the Dirac matter field: we shall see that
in this case the trace condition becomes trivial, but further constraints
arise which will impose severe limitations on the dynamics of such a
system.

1

Introduction

That conformal gravity is important is due to a number of reasons: mathematically, its Lagrangian is unique as proven by Weyl, physically, its
renormalizability was it was proven by Stelle [1] and the fact it is ghostfree was recently demonstrated by Bender and Mannheim [2], and phenomenologically, it provides an explanation for dark matter as discussed
by Mannheim and collaborators in a series of papers [3, 4, 5]; gravitational spontaneous conformal symmetry breaking has also been studied
[6, 7]. But a complete theory of gravity possesses beside the curvature
also the torsion tensor, arising as the gauge strengths of roto-translations
in the Poincaré gauge theory [8]; in this way the full coupling to both
energy and spin density tensors may be established [9]. Thus, metric
as well as torsion conformal transformations must be defined [10]. In a
recent paper, we have found a curvature with metric and torsion which
is conformally invariant in the (1 + 3)-dimensional spacetime, finding
the conformal metric-torsional theory by giving the system of gravitational field equations and the corresponding conservation laws and trace
condition for spin and energy [11, 12].
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In this paper, we shall apply the above-mentioned theory of conformal gravity with curvature and torsion to the case of Dirac matter
fields: after a brief introduction of the geometrical background we introduce the Dirac action; its variation will give the Dirac spin and energy
densities with matter field equations, with which we will check that both
conservation laws and trace condition are valid. Eventually we will discuss the way in which the background reflects the constraints arising for
the Dirac matter model.

2

Conformal Curvature and Derivative

In this paper we follow the notation of [11], and for matter as in [12].
In particular, the Riemann-Cartan metric-torsional geometry is
defined in terms of a metric gαβ and a metric-compatible connection
Γµασ where metric and metric-compatible connection are taken to be independent: metric-compatibility means that by applying to the metric
tensor the covariant derivative associated to the connection the result
vanishes; on the other hand, in defining the covariant derivatives, the
two lower indices of a connection have two different roles, and thus the
connection is not symmetric in these two indices and its antisymmetric
part in those two indices is a tensor that does not vanish, known as
Cartan torsion tensor Qσρα decomposable according to the expression
given by
Γσρα = 12 g σθ [Qραθ + Qαρθ + Qθρα + (∂ρ gαθ + ∂α gρθ − ∂θ gρα )] (1)
showing that because of Cartan torsion the metric and the metriccompatible connections are independent indeed. An equivalent formalism can be introduced, in which we consider the constant Minkowskian
metric ηij and a basis of vierbein eiα such that we have the relationship epα eiν ηpi = gαν together with the spin-connection ω ipα and vierbein
and spin-connection are again taken to be independent: then we have
the correspondent metric-compatibilities for which by applying to the
Minkowskian metric and the vierbein the covariant derivative associated
to the spin-connection the results vanish; respectively we have the antisymmetry of the spin-connection ω ipα = −ω piα with spin-connection
and metric-compatible connection related by the following formula
ω ipα = eiσ (Γσρα eρp + ∂α eσp )

(2)

showing that the vierbein and the spin-connection are independent. The
former formalism indicated with Latin letters and the latter formalism
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indicated with Greek letters are respectively denoted as spacetime formalism and world formalism, and they are equivalent; in these equivalent
formalisms the independence between metric and connection is equivalent to the independence between vierbein and spin-connection. Although equivalent, these two formalisms differ for the fact that, while in
spacetime formalism the transformations are the most general, in world
formalism they are given in terms of Lorentz structure, which can be
made explicit and thus written in terms of other representations: one
particularly interesting is the complex one, which is achieved by introducing the complex γa matrices verifying {γa , γb } = 2Iηab known
as the Clifford algebra, from which it is further possible to define the
complex σab matrices defined to be given by σab = 41 [γa , γb ] such that
{γa , σbc } = iεabcd γγ d as the complex generators of the complex representation of the Lorentz algebra, called spinorial representation and
needed to define matter fields: the spinor-connection
Ωρ = 12 ω ijρ σij

(3)

defines a spinorial covariant derivatives with respect to which we have the
constancy of the γa and therefore that of the matrices σab automatically.
Before proceeding, we have to define another fundamental quantity
given in terms of the connection or the spin-connection alone: Riemann
curvature is defined according to the following form
Gikµν = Gρξµν eiρ eξk = (∂µ Γρξν − ∂ν Γρξµ + Γρσµ Γσξν − Γρσν Γσξµ )eiρ eξk ≡
≡ ∂µ ω ikν − ∂ν ω ikµ + ω iaµ ω akν − ω iaν ω akµ

(4)

and it is a tensor, antisymmetric in both the first and the second pair of
indices, as it can be checked in terms of (1-2). Also, we have that
Gµν = 12 Gij µν σij = 12 (∂µ ω ikν −∂ν ω ikµ +ω iaµ ω akν −ω iaν ω akµ )η jk σij ≡
≡ ∂µ Ων − ∂ν Ωµ + [Ωµ , Ων ]
(5)
as it can be checked with (3). For a complete introduction of the general
geometric background without conformal structure we refer to [9], but
clearly now that the geometrical background is given, we have to proceed
so that conformal properties have to be assigned.
The conformal transformations for all fields are given in terms of a
unique function σ and from the definition ln σ = φ, and the most general

L. Fabbri

158

conformal transformation for torsion and the metric tensor is given by
Qσρα → Qσρα + q(δρσ ∂α φ − δασ ∂ρ φ)
gαβ → σ 2 gαβ

(6)
(7)

showing that the conformal transformation for torsion is actually a
conformal transformation of its trace vector Qσ = Qαασ alone Qα →
Qα + 3q∂α φ and then the conformal transformation for the metriccompatible connection will follow from relationship (1); the conformal
transformation for the vierbein is thus
ekα → σekα

(8)

and conformal transformation for the spin-connection follows from (2):
finally because there is no conformal transformation for the constant
γa matrices the conformal transformation for the spinor-connection is
assigned automatically from (3) while for the spinor ψ and the dual
spinor ψ = ψ † γ0 is given by
3

ψ → σ− 2 ψ

3

ψ → σ− 2 ψ

(9)

which is the usual Dirac spinor field conformal transformation.
As it was already mentioned, we have discussed elsewhere that from
the Riemann curvature with torsion it is not possible to extract its irreducible part finding it conformally invariant because of the presence
of derivatives of torsion, but it is possible to introduce the modified
metric-torsional curvature tensor as
Mαβµν = Gαβµν + ( 1−q
3q )(Qβ Qαµν − Qα Qβµν )

(10)

whose irreducible part given as usual by
Tαβµν = Mαβµν − 12 (Mα[µ gν]β − Mβ[µ gν]α ) +
1
+ 12
M (gα[µ gν]β − gβ[µ gν]α )

(11)

is conformally covariant in (1 + 3)-dimensional spacetimes. The commutator of spinorial covariant derivatives is given by the following
[Dρ , Dµ ]ψ = Qθρµ Dθ ψ + Gρµ ψ

(12)

and once the curvature is defined, and this is a geometric identity. It is
worth mentioning that the conformal transformation for torsion is not
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uniquely defined, and as Shapiro discussed in [10], there are two types
of conformal transformations for torsion that can reasonably be defined:
one is what he calls strong conformal transformation, given here by the
transformation above, which is certainly a conformal transformation,
since its effects are similar to those induced by the conformal transformation of the metric in the connection, as it can be witnessed from
the fact that for the special value q = 1 these contributions cancel each
other exactly in such a way that the connection turns out to be conformally invariant; the other is what he calls weak conformal transformation,
where torsion does not transform in any way whatsoever, and it is justified with the argument that torsion, being independent on the metric,
does not have conformal transformations, which are a metric concept.
The undetermined value of the constant q is introduced for generality,
and although the case q = 1 is clearly special, it has to be notice that
it is also trivial, since in this case the connection would be invariant,
thus Riemann curvature would be invariant, there will be no need to
define any irreducible curvature such as Weyl tensor and the theory will
never recover the Weyl gravity in the torsionless limit; the value q = 0
is also special, since that would make the strong conformal transformation reduce to the weak conformal transformation for torsion, but as
(10) shows here we cannot assume such a value, so that these two cases
will have to be addressed in two independent situations. As we will not
study a trivial case, and since the weak conformal case will be studied
in a separate paper, here we will assume q to have none of these values,
and in fact no definite value. A general value of q can be though as the
fact that the conformal transformation for torsion and that induced by
the conformal transformation of the metric in the connection are still
structurally similar, although with a different weight: here we can think
at q as a conformal charge, much in the same way in which in the gauge
theory of electrodynamics we think at the electric charge. With these
comments we intend to clarify that such a strong conformal transformation for torsion is a reasonable option, though not the most reasonable
one, and let alone the only one that is conceivable. But because this is
nevertheless a reasonable choice, we will proceed to investigate some of
its consequences in the following.

3

Conformal Gravity and Matter: Dirac Fields

Now that the background has been settled, we have to implement the
dynamics, and we will follow again what we have done in [11].
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To begin, we notice that as (11) is a conformal tensor, we employ
it to work out all possible invariants: because it is irreducible then we
will have to take the product of two of them contracting indices of one
another; and because of its antisymmetry in both the first and second
couple of indices then we will have that the independent invariants are
T αβµν Tαβµν , T αβµν Tµναβ , T αβµν Tαµβν so that it will be in terms of
the parameters A, B, C that the most general invariant is given by
AT αβµν Tαβµν + BT αβµν Tµναβ + CT αβµν Tαµβν as a straightforward analysis may show. Therefore it is useful to define the parametric quantity
Pαβµν = ATαβµν +BTµναβ + C4 (Tαµβν −Tβµαν +Tβναµ −Tανβµ ) (13)
in terms of the parameters A, B, C, antisymmetric in both the first and
second couple of indices, irreducible and conformally covariant: in terms
of this parametric conformal tensor Pαβµν the most general invariant we
wrote above reduces to the form given by T αβµν Pαβµν and so the most
general action is
p
R
(14)
S = [kT αβµν Pαβµν + Lmatter ] |g|dV
with constant k and complemented by the material lagrangian, and
where it is over the volume of the spacetime that the integral is taken. By
varying this action with respect to metric and connection or equivalently
vierbein and spin-connection one obtains the field equations
2k[P θσρα Tθσρ µ − 14 g αµ P θσρβ Tθσρβ + P µσαρ Mσρ +
µραν
+( 1−q
Qρ − g µα P νθρσ Qθρσ + g µν P αθρσ Qθρσ ) +
3q )(Dν (2P

+Qν (2P µραν Qρ − g µα P νθρσ Qθρσ − P µνρσ Qαρσ ))] = 12 T αµ
4k[Dρ P

αβµρ

+ Qρ P

ρ[αβ]µ
−( 1−q
3q )(Qρ P

−

αβµρ

− 12 Qµρθ P αβρθ
µ[α β]σρθ

1
2 Qσρθ g

P

(15)

−

)] = S µαβ

(16)

in terms of the parameter q and the constant k and where T µν and
S ρµν are the energy and spin densities of the matter conformal field;
as Einstein equations are generalized by Sciama-Kibble equations, similarly Weyl equations are generalized by this system of equations, with
the difference that Einstein equations tell how energy is the source of
curvature while Sciama-Kibble equations tell how spin is the source of
torsion whereas now both Weyl equations and this new set of equations
tell how energy and spin are the source of an intertwined combination
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of both curvature and torsion. We will see that this fact will prove to be
dramatic when coupling matter, at least in some of its forms.
Finally by taking into account the Jacobi-Bianchi identities in their
fully contracted form we have that the field equations (15-16) are converted into the conservation laws that are given in terms of the following
Dµ T µρ + Qµ T µρ − Tµσ Qσµρ + Sβµσ Gσµβρ = 0
Dρ S ρµν + Qρ S ρµν + 21 T [µν] = 0

(17)
(18)

with trace condition as another conservation law
(1 − q)(Dµ Sν νµ + Qµ Sν νµ ) + 12 Tµ µ = 0

(19)

and the whole set of conservation laws have to be satisfied once the
matter conformal field equations are eventually given: it is important
to notice that the general conservation laws (17-18) are now accompanied by an additional conservation law for the trace (19) because general
coordinate transformations are now accompanied by general conformal
transformations; it is also important to remark that as the energy is not
symmetric because its antisymmetric part is related to the spin tensor
through (18) analogously the energy is not traceless because its trace
is related to the spin trace vector through (19), and because the constrain constituted by the trace condition (19) is a conservation law then
this constraint is dynamically implemented within the model. Again, in
the following we will see that these dynamical properties of the trace
condition will collapse when matter fields are coupled in a specific way.
So to introduce matter fields, our choice will be that of picking the
simplest but also the most important of all matter fields that are known,
that is the massless Dirac field, which is already conformally invariant,
with Dirac action
R
S = [Lgravity + 2i (ψ̄γ ρ Dρ ψ − Dρ ψ̄γ ρ ψ)]|e|dV

(20)

where it is over the volume of spacetime that the integral is taken. By
varying (20) we get the completely antisymmetric irreducible spin and
traceless energy densities given by the usual expressions as
Sµαβ = 14 εµαβρ ψ̄γ ρ γψ
Tµα =

i
2 (ψ̄γµ Dα ψ

− Dα ψ̄γµ ψ)

(21)
(22)
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along with the massless matter field equations
iγ µ Dµ ψ + 2i Qµ γ µ ψ = 0

(23)

as a simple calculation would show, and as it is widely known.
As it is now possible to see, conservation laws (17-18) and (19) are
in fact satisfied by the spin and energy densities (21-22) so soon as the
conformal matter field equations (23) are accounted; when a geometrical
background is conformally invariant there is the loss of one degree of freedom realized by the introduction of the trace condition as constraint: for
the Dirac field the complete antisymmetry of its spin implies its tracelessness, so that as we already mentioned the conservation law for the
trace reduces to be non-dynamical any longer, which might have been
regarded as a problem if it were not for the fact that its masslessness
implied also the energy to be traceless, so that such constraint became
trivial, and no problem is faced. Since Dirac fields in massless configuration are already conformally invariant, that the conservation law for
the trace provides no additional information is to be expected.
However, things will not be so straightforward for the effects of the
complete antisymmetry of the spin on the structure of the field equations,
and to see that we write the entire set of field equations, which then reads
ρ[αβ]µ
)] =
4k[Dρ P αβµρ + Qρ P αβµρ − 12 Qµρθ P αβρθ − ( 1−q
3q )(Qρ P

= 14 εµαβρ ψ̄γρ γψ

(24)

µ

2k[P θσρα Tθσρ − 14 g αµ P θσρβ Tθσρβ + P µσαρ Mσρ +
µραν
+( 1−q
Qρ ) + Qν (2P µραν Qρ − P µνρσ Qαρσ ))] =
3q )(Dν (2P

= 4i (ψ̄γ α D µ ψ − D µ ψ̄γ α ψ)

(25)

with the massless matter field equations
iγ µ Dµ ψ + 2i Qµ γ µ ψ = 0

(26)

after some simplification has been performed as a consequence of the
validity of the condition P µνρσ Qνρσ = 0 coming from the irreducibility
of the spin density tensor and therefore of its field equation: however
the irreducibility of the spin density tensor is only a part of the more
stringent constraint coming from having a completely antisymmetric spin
density tensor and consequently only the completely antisymmetric form
of the field equations must be accounted, hence implying that all other
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decomposition of the spin field equations must give rise to strong restrictions. Nevertheless, as we have already mentioned, there is a difference
between the usual situation we had in Einstein gravitation and in this
Weyl gravitation: in Einstein gravity, the field equation for the spin
coupling to torsion was such that the complete antisymmetry of the spin
was immediately translated into the complete antisymmetry of torsion;
here in Weyl gravity, both field equations for the spin and energy couple
to both torsion and curvature in such a way that the complete antisymmetry of the spin is partly imposed on torsion and partly on the
curvature, so that there no longer is a completely antisymmetric torsion and additionally there are additional constrictions on the curvature
tensor itself. What this will imply is that in the limit in which there is
no torsion, while the Einstein-type of gravity would reduce to the Einstein gravity, the Weyl-type of gravity would reduce to the Weyl gravity
complemented by subsidiary conditions for the curvature tensor, which
are not necessarily verified in general instances, unless its solutions are
restricted.
To see that this is indeed the case, let us consider the fact that
we may decompose torsional contributions away from the torsionless
terms in all curvatures and derivatives: once this will be done, all
curvatures and derivatives will remain written in terms of the purely
metric curvature and derivatives given by the Weyl conformal tensor
Cµασρ and the Levi-Civita derivative ∇µ plus contributions due to torsion decomposable in its three decompositions according to the form
Qµασ ≡ Tµασ + εµασρ W ρ + 13 (gµα Qσ − gµσ Qα ) where Tµασ is the noncompletely antisymmetric irreducible part and W α the axial vector dual
of the completely antisymmetric irreducible part of torsion; because the
conformal transformation law of torsion is entirely inherited by its trace
then its two irreducible parts are conformally covariant, which is an important fact to know because in a conformal theory it is possible to
require the vanishing of conformally covariant tensors alone. In the
case Tµασ ≡ 0 torsion is written in terms of the vector parts alone and
Pµνασ ≡ (A+B +C)Cµνασ that is the parametric tensor reduces to the
Weyl tensor, up to a constant, and all metric and torsional degrees of
freedom are split: in such a situation, the Dirac equation reduces to
iγ µ ∇µ ψ − 34 Wµ γ µ γψ = 0

(27)

that is the form we would have had in Einstein-type of gravity although
in Weyl-type of gravity there no longer is the possibility to substitute
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torsion with the spin of spinors and there no longer are non-linear selfinteractions for spinors in the spinorial field equations. This is a very
important point, since in this theory even in presence of torsion we have
the linearity of the spinorial Dirac equation.
Further, when this decomposition is taken into account, we see that
it can only be compatible with the total vanishing of the spin density:
if in addition we take into account the condition Wµ ≡ 0 leaving torsion
written in terms of the vector trace alone, then the gravitational field
equations reduce to
2k(A+B +C)[C θσρα Cθσρ µ − 14 g αµ C θσρβ Cθσρβ + C µσαρ Rσρ +
+ 9q22 C µσαρ Qρ Qσ +

1
µσαρ
∇{ρ Qσ} ] =
3q C
α
µ
α
α

= 8i (ψ̄γ α ∇µ ψ + ψ̄γ µ ∇ ψ − ∇ ψ̄γ ψ − ∇ ψ̄γ µ ψ)

(28)

with matter field equations
iγ µ ∇µ ψ = 0

(29)

which turn out to be similar to the field equations one would have had
1
in the Weyl-type of gravity but with ∇ρ C αβµρ − 3q
Qρ C αβµρ = 0 as a
constraint over the metric tensor that does not hold in general; also,
the vanishing of the spin requires the constraint ψ̄ψ = iψ̄γψ = 0 and so
single-handedness of the matter field, compatibly with the fact that it
has to verify a massless field equation, as neutrinos would. This shows
that the conditions on torsion cannot absorb all constraints, and some
still restrict metric, as well as matter, making clear that the present
torsional completion of the metric conformal gravity for matter fields
radically changes the dynamics of all fields involved.

4

Conclusion

In this paper, we have considered the conformal theory of gravity with
Dirac matter fields: we have discussed the fact that due to the complete antisymmetry of the spin and the masslessness of the Dirac field
the conservation laws for the trace is trivial but some of the constraints
coming from the complete antisymmetry of the spin do not yield the complete antisymmetry of torsion but they are transferred into constraints
for the metric; we have also seen that the non-linear self-interactions of
spinorial matter fields is absent. The fact that in conformal gravity the
conformally invariant gravitational field equations have a very different
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structure compared to the non-conformal case implies that even if the
spin and energy tensor and the matter field equations for the Dirac field
are the same we would have had in the non-conformal case, the overall
conformal dynamics of gravity with matter is radically different: even
if torsion were removed, there would remain strong constraints over the
metric, as well as over the structure of the matter field. This is quite an
interesting result, because it means that when the full coupling to both
torsion and metric is accounted in conformal gravity, even an apparently
natural conformal field such as the Dirac massless matter field is subject
to severe limitations.
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